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1. Background: 
In January, 2025, MVMA membership voted to approve additions to Part 4- Division 7 that allow for 
Designated Vaccinators to administer rabies vaccines and other care under the supervision of a 
Sponsoring Veterinarian. Under the by-law addition, the Limited Access Vaccinator working group had 
recommended that Sponsoring Veterinarians ensure that Designated Vaccinators are appropriately 
trained and set out a proposed training program. 
 
2. Purpose: 
This policy serves to set out educational requirements for the Designated Vaccinator as per section 4-7-8 
of the MVMA General By-Law No 1: 

4-7-8 Sponsoring Veterinarian Obligations 
The Sponsoring Veterinarian must: 

(a) Ensure that the Designated Vaccinator meets the educational requirements that the 
council may, by resolution, set from time to time…. 

 

3. Policy Statement: 

This policy establishes the educational requirements for a Designated Vaccinator. In setting these 

requirements, the MVMA acknowledges that many potential Designated Vaccinators may already have a 

skill set directly related to safe animal handling, vaccine administration, inventory management, etc. This 

policy seeks to focus on ensuring Designated Vaccinators are competent to provide service. 

 
 
4. Procedure: 

Designated Vaccinator education must ensure that the Designated Vaccinator is able to safely 
- Administer rabies and other preventative vaccines 

- Store rabies and other preventative vaccines 

- Report on vaccine administration, including adverse reactions, and inventory status 

- Educate the public about rabies (including local prevalence, carriers and vectors), other 

preventative diseases, and the need for boosters. 

To meet this requirement, the Sponsoring Veterinarian must ensure that the Designated Vaccinator has 
completed the following: 

- Theoretical Understanding of Rabies and Vaccine Administration 
o Read and understand the contents in Manitoba Community Vaccinator Programming: 

Designated Vaccinator Training Manual (Appendix A) 

- Supervised Service Education 

o Supervised injections by an adequate trainer (veterinarian or veterinary technologist). 

o An appropriate supervisor will depend on the skillset of the person being trained.  

The Sponsoring Veterinarian must keep a record of the Designated Vaccinators education training and 

must provide same to the MVMA Registrar upon request. 
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Additional Training Resources: 

Rabies transmission and symptoms, rabies risk, rabies central and testing: 
- Government of Canada Website on Rabies: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-

health/services/diseases/rabies.html 
-  Government of Manitoba Rabies Information:https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/animal-health-

and-welfare/animal-health/rabies.html 
- Manitoba Rabies Occupational Health: 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/publichealth/cdc/vaccineeligibility.html 
 
Fear free animal handling: 

- American Association of Feline Practitioners Guidelines for Cats: 
https://catvets.com/guidelines/practice-guidelines/cat-friendly-veterinary-interaction-guidelines 

- Fear Free Certification, includes links to their education library: https://fearfreepets.com/fear-free-
veterinary-certification-program/  

- AAHA Low Stress Handling: https://www.aaha.org/aaha-guidelines/behavior-management/low-
stress-handling/ 

- Book: Low Stress Handling, Restraint and Behaviour Modification of Dogs and Cats by Sophia 
Yin, DVM, distributed by AAHA Press 

 
Vaccine Storage and Handling: 

- AAHA Vaccine Storage and Handling: https://www.aaha.org/aaha-guidelines/2022-aaha-canine-
vaccination-guidelines/vaccine-storage-and-handling/ 

- Province of Manitoba Cold Chain Information (note: animal vaccines are not ordered through MB 
Health) https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/publichealth/cdc/coldchain/protocol.html 

- CDC Vaccine Storage and Handling: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/index.html 

 
Safe Vaccine Administration: 

- Cat specific vaccine location related to injection site sarcoma: https://www.aaha.org/aaha-
guidelines/2020-aahaaafp-feline-vaccination-guidelines/update-injection-site-sarcoma/ 

- Cat Vaccine Guidelines: AAHA/AAFP: https://www.aaha.org/aaha-guidelines/2020-aahaaafp-

feline-vaccination-guidelines/feline-vaccination-home/ (special note: information on feline 

vaccination sarcoma) 

- Dog Vaccine Guidelines AAHA: https://www.aaha.org/aaha-guidelines/2022-aaha-canine-

vaccination-guidelines/home/ 
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